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Small towns are the towns with the population to 
15,000 (20,000) residents. �ey are organisms with 
the clearly visually demarcated area. Residents know 
their small town well, the majority of buildings and 
structures is constructed at a reasonable scale and 
architectonic dominants allow easy orientation 
(J����� 2001).

�e internal structure of a small town comprises 
the basic urban spaces � squares, streets, embank-
ments in towns lying on water-courses, buildings and 
facilities of government, cultural and business activi-
ties, educational system and services. �ese spaces 
have been complemented by ornamental verdure 
since the end of the 19th century (H����, V���� 
1994). �e residents of the town are in everyday 
contacts with scenic verdure. Transport in a small 
town can be based on pedestrian and cycle tra�c 
(M���� 1984). In the built-up area of a small town 
a residential area is dominant with verdure accom-
panying this area. To devise the verdure system of a 
small town the theories of small towns formulated in 
the past are very inspiring that were intended to be 
an ideal form of living combining the advantages of 
both the town and the countryside (H����� 1944). 
J. Go�Ær formulated his concept of an ideal town for 

10,000 residents in 1937, in the USA W. Gropius 
presented the concept of a town with tra�c based 
on pedestrian routes with walking distances of 10 to  
15 min (H��
�, Z���� 1995, 1996). E. Howard�s 
theory of garden city from 1898 had the most sig-
ni
cant in	uence on the creation of the verdure 
system of a small town. He proposed to create green 
girdles around the town and to build low detached 
and semi-detached houses in gardens (the town 
will be not only surrounded but also penetrated by 
verdure). Important is also his creation of residential 
districts with verdure, classi
cation of roads and 
separation of pedestrian and car tra�c (H����� 
1944). �e small town takes advantages of the rural 
scenic environment (M������ 2005). �e landscape 
character of each speci
c small town should be taken 
into account for its future development (V���� 
2000, 2001).
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ABSTRACT: Small towns are de
ned as towns with the population not exceeding 15,000 (20,000) residents. �ey are 
organisms that can be embraced visually, mostly with the clearly demarcated area. Residents know their small town very 
well, the majority of buildings and structures is constructed at a reasonable scale and architectonic dominants allow 
easy orientation. Verdure in a small town is either a separate functional space (park, landscaped area, forest, scattered 
green vegetation) or it is associated with another function (residential green spaces, green spaces of housing estates, 
line verdure, verdure of self-retained areas � sports grounds, cemeteries, schools, etc.). �e verdure of a small town is 
formed to make up a system. It may be realised but its functionality may be diminished by barriers of di�erent type. 
Verdure signi
cantly contributes to the image of a small town and its particular spaces. From the recreation aspect it 
is important to create near and easily accessible green spaces that may be used for the short- or long-time recreation 
of residents and visitors; the good connection of the urban verdure system with suburban landscape is desirable. To 
accentuate the basic landscape values and to realise the potential of the verdure system of a small town it is advisable 
to use the system of land-use planning while the landscape plan becomes its integral part.
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town organism and that performs some fundamental 
functions. Typical Czech small towns were selected 
for research purposes. �e functional structure of 
the verdure system of selected towns was analysed 
and the regularities of the spatial structure of a sys-
tem were presented (M���� 1993). �e analysis was 
represented graphically for the studied small towns 
using a common legend. Based on the valid land-use 
plans of the studied small towns the future planned 
disposition of new functional green spaces was also 
represented graphically. �e verdure system was 
confronted with the historical situation illustrated 
in historical map and photographic documentation 
(Figs. 1�4) and with designs of green spaces in the 
valid land-use planning documentation.

Five small towns were selected for the analyses. 
�e selected towns are di�erent in their character-
istics and are situated in various areas of Bohemia. 
�ese towns were analysed: Choce�, a small town 
in Eastern Bohemia on the TichÆ Orlice River, the 
population of 10,000 residents; Chlumec nad Cid-
linou in Eastern Bohemia, lying on the Cidlina River, 
6,000 residents; NovØ M�sto nad Metují in Eastern 
Bohemia, 10,000 residents; Slati�any in Eastern 

Bohemia, lying on the Chrudimka River in the 
close proximity of the town of Chrudim, 4,000 re- 
sidents; �eskÆ Kamenice in Northern Bohemia, situ-
ated on the Kamenice River between the Protected 
Landscape Areas Lu�ickØ hory and LabskØ pískovce, 
6,000 residents.

To facilitate the mutual explicit comparison of ver-
dure systems in the studied small towns a common 
legend was developed for the analysis of functional 
green spaces (Fig. 10). �ese spaces were taken into 
consideration: central parts of towns, gardens of 
detached houses, allotment plots, spaces around 
blocks of 	ats, sports grounds, cemeteries, self-con-
tained green areas, green spaces of civic amenities, 
parks, recreation forests, scenic verdure, orchards, 
industrial and commercial areas and reserve lands 
(Figs. 5�9).

A theoretical scheme of the verdure system of a 
small town was drawn up showing that the most 
important existing and designed green spaces and 
areas of a small town should be incorporated into 
a system that will determine the signi
cance of the 
particular green spaces and will in	uence the fu-
ture sequence of reconstructions and new designs 

Fig. 2. A historical view of the town of Chlumec nad Cidlinou 
from its environs

Fig. 4. A historical view of the landscape park by the Castle in 
Chlumec nad Cidlinou

Fig. 3. A historical view of the President Masaryk�s Monument 
in Chlumec nad Cidlinou

Fig. 1. A historical view of the market square in �eskÆ Ka-
menice




