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Urbanism – introduction to 
history

Stable Cadaster
Lysá nad Labem, 1842



What does “urbanism” mean?
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• Study of town
• Scientific discipline
• „Interaction of inhabitants of towns and cities (urban areas) with the 

built environment.“ – Wikipedia

• Town building
• Design of town
• „Creation / intentional formation of urban environment in relation of 

mass and space“

• Connected with geography, planning, architecture, sociology, 
ecology, environmental sciences…

• How should we plan/shape/create our cities?
• How should we prepare our cities for future?
• Town as playground for human activities

1. Urbanism
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Connecting people?

after Kohout 2011
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Connecting people!

after Kohout 2011



2. History of towns
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Jan Willenberg, Hněvín, 1602



Humans and environment
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0 2000– 2000– 4000

paintings by Zdeněk Burian

– 6000– 8000
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Diamond & Bellwood 2003



Hunters and gathers
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settlement

hunting area



Hunters and gathers
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settlement

hunting area



Hunters and gathers
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settlement

hunting area



Hunters and gathers Farmers

12

settlement

hunting area

farming area
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3AWorld_p
opulation_growth_(lin-log_scale).png



Towns
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settlement

farming area

food Çatalhöyük, Turkey, 7500 BC

Jericho, West Bank, 9500 BC

services



What are the characteristics of 
town?
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Town characteristics
1. Size and density of the population should be above normal.

2. Differentiation of the population. Not all residents grow their own food, leading to specialists.

3. Payment of taxes to a deity or king.

4. Monumental public buildings.

5. Those not producing their own food are supported by the king.

6. Systems of recording and practical science.

7. A system of writing.

8. Development of symbolic art.

9. Trade and import of raw materials.

10. Specialist craftsmen from outside the kin-group.

„A place where people live and work, containing many houses, shops, places of work, places of entertainment, etc., 
and usually larger than a village but smaller than a city.“
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Childe, V. Gordon. “The Urban Revolution.” The Town Planning 
Review, vol. 21, no. 1, 1950, pp. 3–17.

Cambridge Dictionary, 
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/town
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Bičík et al. 2015
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Roberts 1996,
Kitchin & Thrift 2009



Jan Willenberg, Sedlčany, cca 1600, veduty.bach.cz

Medieval town
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cca 1000 AD – 1500 AD
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mapy.cz
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First Military Survey, 1780s, oldmaps.geolab.cz



22Jevíčko, http://archivnimapy.cuzk.cz

Beroun, oldmaps.geolab.cz, mapy.cz



Industrial revolution
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James Eckford Lauder: James Watt and the Steam Engine: 
the Dawn of the Nineteenth Century, 1855

cca 1750 – 1900
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3AWorld_populatio
n_growth_(lin-log_scale).png



Industry
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settlement
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food

industry
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Praha – Smíchov, 1872

Engine 354.7, production 1920s, photo P. Holub., 
zelpage.cz
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First Military Survey, 1780s

Second Military Survey, 1840s

Third Military Survey, 1870s oldmaps.geolab.cz
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mapy.cz



20th and 21st century
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settlement

farming area

food

former industry

railway

highway

urban sprawl

Scientific and technological progress➔
new use for old environment (places, 
buildings, landscapes)

new wilderness
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Bičík et al. 2015



3. Today‘s problems and challenges

30

mapy.cz



Urban sprawl
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• Jesenice, SE from Prague
• Second Military Survey, 19th century



Living in 1980’
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„Sídliště“ (housing estates)
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2003
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2006
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2012
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2015
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2018

How does the urban sprawl affect:
• ecology of landscape?
• economy?
• social issues?

How can spatial
planning solve
these issues?
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Sýkora & Mulíček 2012

Population changes in Czech Republic 1991 – 2011

Changes 2011/1991
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Landscape Atlas of the Czech Republic 2009



Economic growth X environmental and 
heritage protection

Jezeří Castle vs. 
Surface mining
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mostecky.denik.cz
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Motorway Praha – Dresden vs. 
Protected landscape area

ekonomika.idnes.cz



New use for old places

• former industrial areas –
brownfields

• former agricultural areas –
„new wilderness“

42

settlement

farming area

food

former industry

railway

highway

urban sprawl

new wilderness



Brownfields
43



New wilderness
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Poschold 2015



Today‘s problems and challenges

• Problems
• Urban sprawl
• Economic growth X 

environmental and 
heritage protection

• New use for old places
• Overpopulation
• Tourism
• Conflict of interests

• Challenges
• Sustainable

development
• Participation
• Alternative transport
• New technologies
• How do we use the 

town?
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mapy.cz
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Universal (?) beautiful landscape

illustration Milan Valeš
Maier et al. 2012

Perception of landscape/town by 
different groups of people



- Which challenges will our towns
face in the next decades?
- What can we do with it?
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